
~Betsy	
  Damon

Water is life: We know this yet we act as if this is not true in how we live, eat, and plan our cities 

and communities. 

Water is the creative, connective tissue of all life.   At birth you are 96% water and at death 

about 70% water.  Your bones: 25 % water.  Your brain: 85% water.  

WA

alive as you and we are as alive as our waters    You must move to stay alive, you must breathe to 

be alive, you must consume pollution free food and drink.  Water must move, it must breathe and 

it must be free of toxic substances or it cannot function for life.  

 We provide people with the means to sustain themselves both personally and 

economically.

We know what is possible. Every piece of shoreline that is restored or preserved, every bit of storm 

water that is collected and treated, every yard that is converted to native species with the 

appropriate water use, or food production, is a victory

the yard.  Every small water system will all inevitably lead to the reconnection of lar

“What is required is a profound 

reversal in our perspective of our-

selves and the universe around us.” 

- Thomas Berry



New Model/Old Model

Cooperation -vs- competition

Collaboration -vs- isolation

When the public becomes educated they will expect and demand the la er systems become alive-reconnected, 

the world

. 

is by no means secure from contact with toxic compounds such as pesticides, herbicides, nitrates and nitro

enous fertilizers that seep into waterways and the water table from farmland and industrial areas. In the United 

States, the EPA

pollutants.

T r.  

-

 Aluminium, 

, cadmium and arsenic are often present. Several of these substances 

AERIAL VIEW OF A RIVER SYSTEM



EcoArt Treasure Coast is a collaboration between the Arts Council, Inc. and the South Florida 

The project’s mentor is Betsy Damon, 
the founder and director of 

Keepers of the Waters.
 

The project’s apprentices are all long-time 
residents of the Treasure Coast. T hey are: 

 
Cristina de la Vega

Brenda Leigh
Jennifer Sylvia

Mary Segal
Jamie Powell
Gail Kosowski

10 Things You Should Know (From the Circle of Blue Website) 

1

2 – Seventy percent of the world

and 11 percent for domestic use.

3 – A r.

4 – Of all the Earth  water, 97.5 percent is salt and 2.5 is fresh. Of that water, about 70 percent is locked in 

for human use.

5 – A water footprint, or virtual water

6 

wash dishes.

7 – 6,000 children die each day from preventable water-related diseases.

8 –

lack basic water sanitation.

9 – y, with about 60 percent of 

 

. 1.1 billion people lack 

10 –

The project’s key volunteers are: 
 

Jesse Etelson
Christel Dussart

Jim Moir
David Vaina

 
Our generous sponsors are: 

 
Community Foundation of Palm Beach and Martin Counties

Saturn of Stuart
RAM Realty Services



PROJECTS AND COLLABORATIONS UNDER WAY

Florida Oceanographic Society

We will install habitats to remediate above and below the water

two is a shoreline extension. The island with native plants will provide habitat and food for birds, insects, 

anisms and micro-o anisms.  The underside of the island will absorb excess nutrients that 

are harmful to many species.
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Audobon site in Four Rivers Palm City

 

This site is heavily invaded with non-native species such as Brazilian Pepper and Australian Pine. We will 

e will 

, weak roots 

of the Australian Pine. 

revitalize every river  

species. We are happy to partner with every o anization dedicated to water, food, species, air and ener .    

Ultimately  

and the world. 


